
259

Area Notes

Untitled (Gordale Scar?) 
Joseph Farington (1747-1821) 

Undated. Pen and ink and watercolor over graphite on wove paper.  
18 x 127/8 inches. Yale Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection.
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Alps & Dolomites 2016

Stephan Siegrist on the third pitch above the central ledge  
of Metanoia, on the Eiger. (Archive Metanoia)
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The highlights of  2016, the really major ascents during both summer and 
winter, largely took place on the some of  the most celebrated peaks 

of  the Alpine chain: Eiger, Grandes Jorasses, Piz Badile, Civetta, Cima 
Grande. In particular, rare winter conditions in the Bregaglia-Masino led  
to some truly remarkable ascents.

There were several outstanding ascents on the north face of  the Eiger, but 
none that matches the second ascent of  the legendary Metanoia by Thomas 
Huber, Roger Schaeli and Stephan Siegrist. Metanoia is a Greek word mean-
ing ‘a fundamental change of  thinking, a new view on the world’. This is 
how it left its author, Jeff  Lowe, after his nine-day solo ascent in February 
1991. At that time Lowe was at a very tough time in his life, both personally 
and financially, but he came away from the climb with a new perspective, 
and one that has helped him in recent years battle his debilitating ALS dis-
ease. From his wheelchair in the USA he gave valuable advice to the trio, 
and monitored their progress on the face.

The three made a good effort in the week before Christmas, reaching the 
central ledge after two long days, but then retreating in bad weather, reach-
ing the Stollenloch in eight hours on their third day. A second attempt was 
shut down early, so on their third attempt, commencing 29 December, they 
opted to start from the Stollenloch. They re-climbed a few ropes they had 
left in place, and continued for two long days, reaching the summit on the 
evening of  30 December. Lowe used no bolts, but the three elected to place 

one 8mm bolt on a belay, as a fall at this point would have ripped the whole 
party off  the mountain. The climbers confirmed that the 1,800m route (VII, 
A4, M6) set new standards of  alpinism at the time. Or as Huber said: ‘what 
he [Lowe] accomplished is really just madness.’ The climb, and Lowe’s 
ground-breaking career, is celebrated in the award-winning film Metanoia.

On the left side of  the wall Tom Ballard and Marcin Tomaszewski spent 
seven days, finishing on 6 December, climbing a new route on the north 
pillar, an area of  the face Ballard knows well as he had repeated the 1970 
Scottish Route and added a new line, Seven Pillars of  Wisdom – and has now 
spent more than 100 days on the north face. Ballard and Tomaszewski start-
ed a little to the right of  the 2002 Swiss route, Griff  ins Licht, crossed it, and 
eventually joined Seven Pillars, finishing up the Lauper Route to the summit. 
They had left ropes on part of  the route (and their portaledge), so descended 
via 40 abseils. One of  the 1970 Scottish team, Kenny Spence, described his 
route as how he would imagine climbing on the prow of  the Titanic, so the 
two named their new line Titanic (1800m, A3, M5, 6b). The pair carried a 
power drill and placed 26 bolts for belay anchors and 24 additional bolts on 
pitches. They hand-drilled bolts on the abseil descent of  the upper Lauper 
Route.

Ephemeral climbing took on something of  a new meaning in the Bregaglia 
when Simon Gietl and Marcel Schenk finally climbed the much sought-after 
line, now named Amore di Vetro (800m, M5, R), on the north-east face of  

Thomas Huber on one of the harder rock pitches of Metanoia. Note the hot air 
balloon up and left. (Archive Metanoia)

The line of Amore di Vetro on the north-east face of the Piz Badile. (Marcel 
Schenk)
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the Piz Badile. The start follows a logical, if  somewhat wandering, winter 
line, crossing the Cassin and Linea Blanca to reach the central snow patch, 
from where a beautiful sliver of  ice over compact granite led direct to the 
top, right of  Memento Mori. The significance of  the ascent lies in the letter R 
indicating scanty protection. Although conditions were outstanding, thinly 
iced granite slabs gave little option for gear placements, the two joking that 
for much of  the time they free soloed with a rope. One pitch was 110m, 
the climbers moving together protected only by a single Pecker. Needless to 
say, retreat from the upper section of  the route would have been extremely 
tricky. Perhaps because of  this they completed the ascent in a single day, 16 
November, then abseiled the north ridge and continued down to the valley 
the same night.

Schenk continued to watch the face, given the general lack of  snow in the 
Alps at the time, and exactly a month later was back at the Sasc Fura hut, 
this time with David Hefti, the two reaching the hut in trainers. After chang-
ing into boots and crampons they followed the Cassin route all the way to 
the central snow patch, and then moved left to reach the central couloir and  

the 1980 Czech route, Memento Mori. The next few pitches were relatively 
steep, badly protected, and required total commitment. Higher, there were 
difficulties of  M7 but these were better protected than below. They reached 
the summit at 4.30pm, just as it was getting dark. Having previously seen 
from the Cengalo that conditions were good on the east side of  the Badile, 
the two chose to descend to the Col di Cengalo, then climb down the Cen-
galo couloir below the north-east face. They regained their car at 9pm. The 
combination route has been christened the Northeast Supercombo (800m, 
M7, R), and a couple of  weeks later was repeated by Luka Lindic and Ines 
Papert, who again found perfect thin ice all the way to the summit. While 
they were on the route, two other climbers were making a rare winter repeat 
of  the Cassin: for a face that sees so little winter activity, to have two parties 
climbing at the same time is remarkable.

Hefti and Schenk are no newcomers to the range; as Swiss guides they take 
clients there frequently. In February 2015 the two made a rare winter ascent 
of  the Cassin, after which Schenk came up with an audacious plan: the Bon-
dasca Horseshoe. Although a continuous traverse of  the peaks around the 

Left: Simon Gietl starting another 
run-out section in the upper part of 
Amore di Vetro. (Marcel Schenk)

Above: Simon Gietl following a pitch of 
thin ice on Amore di Vetro, Piz Badile. 
(Marcel Schenk)

ˇ
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Val Bondasca, from the Pizzo Trubinasca, via the Badile, Cengalo, Gemelli 
and the Sciora Group to the Punta Innominata, had been completed once 
in summer (Jonas Gessler and Daniel Silbernagel, two long days in August 
2008), it had never been done in winter. Conditions would be crucial: it 
would need to be relatively dry and require at least three days of  perfect 
weather. In the final days of  2015 the stars seemed to be in alignment. On 
26 December Hefti and Schenk walked up to the Sasc Fura hut, crossed the 
Trubinasca Pass to the upper Codera valley, and spent the night in the Pe-
droni del Pra bivouac hut. Leaving at 6am next day they crossed snowfields 
and soon reached the top of  Punta Trubinasca. Making extremely rapid 
progress, they were on the summit of  the Badile by 11am, the Cengalo at 
2pm and, after crossing the Gemelli, they reached the Ronconi bivouac hut 
at the Passo di Bondo in the dark, a little after 5.30pm. They had allowed 
two days for this section, so were well pleased with their progress. Next day 
they met tricky climbing while crossing the Ago di Sciora, and unexpected 
difficulties before the Pioda, but they reached the Innominata that same day 
and descended via the west couloir to the Sciora hut, where they were sur-
prised to find two cans of  beer, deposited by a friend. The traverse crosses 
17 summits, would involve around 200 pitches of  climbing, difficulties up 
to 5+/6a in summer, and a ridiculous amount of  total height gain given the 
many ups and downs on the crest.

In the Mont Blanc range two major routes were added to the Grandes Jor-
asses, both predominantly rock climbs, and were the first significant summer 
additions to the mountain in some years. The ascent of  the Diamond Ridge 

on the Tronchey Face by Simon Richardson and Micha Rinn, at 1,600m 
(5c, A0) one of  the longest climbs in the massif, is recorded elsewhere in 
this edition of  the AJ. The second new route was supplied by Russians. Left 
of  the classic Gervasutti Route on the east face is a large left-slanting diedre,  
and left again is The (Red) Pillar climbed in 1988 by Paolo Cavagnetto and 
Enrico Rosso at around ED2, 6b, A2. These two Italians had hoped to climb 
through the final overhangs at the top of  the pillar to reach the Tronchey 
Ridge at the Third Tower. In the end they were forced right, across the top of  
the diedre, to join the Gervasutti route. Roman Gorodischenskiy and Maxim 
Foygel studied the right wall of  the pillar leading towards the diedre and 
found it to be quite wide, with a series of  cracks and corners. Their initial 
ground, to a bivouac at the base of  the diedre, is probably very similar to that 
taken by Cavagnetto and Rosso, but above they climbed six sustained pitch-
es of  5c, 6a and A2, finishing direct through the overhangs to the Tronchey 
Ridge. After another bivouac they were on the summit of  Pointe Walker 
around midday on 28 August, naming their route after the initial letters of  
their Christian names: Via RoMa (1350m, ED2, 6a, A2).

Arguably the most significant legacy left to the mountaineering world 
by the late Ueli Steck was his dedicated professionalism towards fitness, 
through nutrition, improved mental aptitude and a punishing training 
schedule. The result produced many astonishingly fast times over relatively  
moderate (for him) terrain. One such example occurred on 16 August,  
the day before he was due to attend an event in Courmayeur. He left the 
campsite in the Val Veni a little after 5am and in one hour had reached the 

The Bondasca Horseshoe. (Vittorio Scartazzini)
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Monzino hut, three and a half  or more hours for average mortals. From 
there he covered the five to seven hour approach to the Eccles hut in 1h 45m, 
and the eight to 11 hour ascent of  the Innominata Ridge (D+) in 2h 45m.  
A good track in frozen terrain allowed him to descend to the Torino hut 
in 2h 10m, from where he embarked on the long run down to the valley, 
returning to the campsite just 9h 25m after setting out.

In the Dolomites, a well known route on the north-west face of  Civetta 
(3220m) is the classic Solleder Route, climbed by Lettenbauer and Solleder 
in 1925, generally acknowledged as the first grade VI climb in the Alps and 
Dolomites. A free ascent is now considered 6a. Following a logical line link-
ing natural features to the right of  this classic, over two days in August Tom 
Ballard and Marcin Tomaszewski created Dirty Harry (1375m, VII). The 
route has 29 pitches and was completed with one bivouac at the end of  pitch 
12, where the route arrives at the prominent snow patch on the face, and 
another on the descent. In common with nearby routes on this vast wall, 
the rock ranged from outstanding to atrocious, with everything in between.

Another big Dolomite wall to gain a new route was the north face of  
Monte Agner (2873m). On 3 September, after a tip-off  by local resident 
Geoff  Hornby, Simon Messner and Philipp Prunster climbed independent 
ground close to but generally left of  the classic 1921 Andreoletti-Jori-Zanut-
ti route (1500m, V) to reach the summit in 12 hours. Their new line was 
1,500m and VI+ but lack of  time and equipment forced them to exit via the 
right-hand variant of  the 1921 route. A Polish team climbed a route in this 
vicinity during 1968 but Messner and Prunster found no traces of  previous 
passage on their line after an ancient piton 100m off  the ground.

Beginning in the autumn of  2015 and climbing without a bolt kit, Simon 
Gietl and Vittorio Messini made several forays up the wall immediately to 
the right of  the classic Comici Route on the north face of  the Cima Grande 
(2999m) before emerging onto the Ring Band after 13 pitches. Given the 
number of  routes now in existence on this historic face, it is surprising to 
find that after the initial pitch up the pedestal of  the Comici, the route is en-
tirely independent and does not cross any other. The two finished the climb 
in June 2016, having used a mixture of  free and aid, but only natural gear. 
After a few more days of  work, cleaning and attempting the pitches, Gietl 
returned in July with Andrea Oberbacher to free climb the route. The crux, 
pitch five, is 40m of  very compact rock at 7b+. Here, it was not only difficult 
to place pegs for protection, but some of  the small flakes and edges were 
snappy. The route was named Das Erbe der Vater (The Legacy of  our Ancestors) 
(500m, IX-) as a tribute to Comici, Dimai, Cassin, Ratti etc, whose achieve-
ments on these Lavaredo walls were outstanding for the era.

On the left side of  the same wall a notable achievement was the second 
free ascent of  the 1977 Spanish Route (Carillo-Gallego-Gomez-Lozano, VI, 
A3) by Poles Lukasz Dudek and Jacek Matuszek. The route was climbed al-
most free in 2003 by Mauro ‘Bubu’ Bole at 8a+, but a wet roof  eluded him. 
The Austrian Much Mayr eventually made the first complete free ascent in 
2015 at 8b+. While Mayr was working the route, now arguably the hardest 
on the Cima Grande, Dudek and Matuszek were climbing neighbouring 
Bellavista (8b+) on the Cima Ovest. It was obvious to them what their next 
target on these walls should be.

The Spanish Route lies just left of  the 1995 Das Phantom der Zinne (7c) by 

David Hefti climbing on the west ridge of the Badile during the first winter traverse 
of the Bondasca Horseshoe. Note the remarkably dry conditions. (Marcel Schenk)

Marcel Schenk on the Sciora di Dentro early morning of the second day of the 
Bondasca Horseshoe. Behind are the Gemelli and Cengalo. (David Hefti)
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Scottish Winter 2016-17

Kurt Astner and Christoph Hainz, and it is good to see that more than 20 
years after this ascent Hainz is still as active as ever. As part of  a documen-
tary on the Ortler (3905m) Hainz and a film crew were inspecting the south-
west face, with a view to shooting footage of  the 1976 Messner route up the 
central pillar. However, Hainz, then 54, spotted the unclimbed southwest 
pillar. He persuaded the film company that he could do a new route instead, 
but insisted he climbed it alone. The rock varied from outstanding to poor, 
but on 29 August Hainz completed the 750m line to the summit ice cap at 
c3500m in just 1h 55m, and has named it the Golden Pillar of  Ortler (VI+, 
though mainly IV+ and V).

Now, if  you’ve read this far, and are female, you might be disillusioned 
by what appears to be an entirely male dominated report. But take heart, 
as women also made highly significant repeats during 2016. Nina Caprez, 
perhaps best noted for her high-standard sport climbing, became almost cer-
tainly the first women to free climb, and on sight, Divine Providence (7b) on 
Mont Blanc’s Grand Pilier d’Angle. With Robert Schaeli, New Zealand’s 
Mayan Smith-Gobat completed the 1991 Anker-Siegrist route, La Vida es 
Silbar (900m) on the north face of  the Eiger. Schaeli was able to make a 
redpoint ascent at 7c, only the second free ascent of  this route (FFA by 
Siegrist and Steck in 2003). Smith-Gobat, who was recovering from a shoul-
der operation, managed to free climb all but a few sections. And on 17 July 
the Italian Federica Mingolla became the first woman to climb the famous 
920m Fish on the south face of  the Marmolada d’Ombreta (3230m), lead-
ing every pitch free (7b+). She took only one fall, not on the crux, but on 
a difficult 6c pitch. In addition Mingolla more or less made the first winter 
ascent of  the legendary 1988 route Delta Minox (Fazzini-Gianola-Giano-
la-Riva, 460m, 7a/b, 6c+ obl) on the south-west pillar of  the Cima Scingino 
(2502m) in the Bregaglia-Masino, considered by many to be one of  the most 
difficult mountain slab climbs in the Alps. Whilst the belays are bolted and 
the granite is excellent, the pitches are sparsely protected, with hard climb-
ing and ‘classic’ Masino smeary traverses more than 10m away from gear. 
Unfortunately, she was not able to climb the last few metres to the summit; 
the finishing crack of  the final pitch was choked with ice and the party had 
no equipment to deal with it. Mingolla used some points of  aid on damp 
sections, but free climbed up to an estimated 7b+. It was an enlightening 
experience for the 21-year-old from Torino who has redpointed 8b+. De-
spite having climbed and bouldered in Mello, this was her first time on the 
mountains of  the Masino and also her first experience of  using snowshoes.

Iain Small leading the ice-filled corner on the second pitch of The Ninety-Five 
Theses (IX,9) on Church Door Buttress in Glen Coe. The double roof with its 

hanging icicle fringe can be seen above. (Simon Richardson)


